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Truth Squad: Military Pay Problems Never End 
Recent GAO Report Finds Military Paid Deserting Soldiers; Latest 

in Long Line of Issues with Military Pay System 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In a new report released this week, the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) found that the Department of Defense continued to pay at 
least several hundred thousand dollars to dozens of soldiers for months after they were 
declared deserters.   
 
The Truth Squad on Waste, Fraud and Abuse has been charged with conducting oversight 
of the Bush Administration’s handling of taxpayer dollars.  Unfortunately – despite 
repeated GAO reports and testimony over the past three years exposing overpayments, 
underpayments, non-payments and other problems with the military pay system – the 
administration and Republican Congress have failed to stop the abuses and hold those 
responsible accountable.   
 
The recent GAO investigation found at least 75 soldiers received $879,000 in “improper 
and possibly fraudulent payments while in deserter status” and they estimate that is only 
the tip of the iceberg with the actual number of deserters continuing to receive pay likely 
significantly higher.   
 
“I am shocked and embarrassed that at a time when our nation is fighting the war on 
terrorism, the American taxpayer is continuing to pay those who have deserted their 
fellow soldiers on the battlefield,” said Rep. Dennis Cardoza (D-CA), a co-chair of the 
Truth Squad.  “The sad truth is that if even one member of Congress had a problem with 
a paycheck then we would have hearings and someone would be held accountable for the 
error.  Yet, the military continually has problems paying our men and women in uniform 
and nothing is done.” 
 
“When I was on active duty, we didn’t pay deserters; we court-martialed them,” said Rep. 
John Tanner (D-TN), a former Navy JAG officer and member of the Truth Squad.  “This 
is another example of civilian mismanagement at the Pentagon and a failure of the 
Republican Congress to hold the Administration accountable for its wasteful spending.”   
 
The GAO has repeatedly warned of problems in the military pay system since November 
2003 through reports and testimony:   
 
November 2003: Army National Guard Personnel Mobilized to Active Duty Experienced 
Significant Pay Problems 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d0489.pdf 
  
January 2004: Army National Guard Personnel Mobilized to Active Duty Experienced 
Significant Pay Problems 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d04413t.pdf 
 



July 2004: Army Reserve Soldiers Mobilized to Active Duty Experienced Significant Pay 
Problems 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d04990t.pdf 
 
August 2004: Army Reserve Soldiers Mobilized to Active Duty Experienced Significant 
Pay Problems 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d04911.pdf 
 
January 2005: Inefficient, Error-Prone Process Results in Travel Reimbursement 
Problems for Mobilized Soldiers 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d0579.pdf 
 
February 2005: Gaps in Pay and Benefits Create Financial Hardships for Injured Army 
National Guard and Reserve Soldiers 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05125.pdf 
 
February 2005: Gaps in Pay and Benefits Create Financial Hardships for Injured Army 
National Guard and Reserve Soldiers 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05322t.pdf 
 
March 2006: Inefficient, Error Prone Process Results in Travel Reimbursement Problems 
for Mobilized Soldiers 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05400t.pdf 
 
April 2006: Military Debts Present Significant Hardships to Hundreds of Sick and Injured 
GWOT Soldiers 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06657t.pdf 
 
April 2006: Hundreds of Battle-Injured GWOT Soldiers Have Struggled to Resolve 
Military Debts 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06494.pdf 
 
July 2006: Military Pay: DOD Improperly Paid Army National Guard and Army Reserve 
Soldiers in Deserter Status 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06848r.pdf 
 
The six member Truth Squad is rounded out by Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA), who serves 
as co-chair, and Reps. David Obey (D-WI), Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC), and John 
Tierney (D-MA).   
 

***Look for the Truth Squad to be continuing their 
efforts next week by giving an award to some of the 

worst offenders in the administration and Congress*** 
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